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The first comprehensive biography of the great religious leader John Henry Newman (1801-90), this

compelling and well-written volume draws on a number of published and unpublished sources to

examine his extraordinarily varied life and career. Ker stresses the complexity of Newman's

character and the range of his achievement as major prose writer, dominant religious leader who

anticipated the Second Vatican Council and the modern ecumenical movement, and universal

Christian thinker, whose significance transcends his culture and time.
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Not often does one find a 700 page book that is hard to put down. Ker is an amazing scholar. I feel I

must reread this and underline so much wisdom. Newman's spiritual journey is conveyed in his own

perceptive view of his life as it was transformed by his integrity and hard-liner search for truth.

A first rate intellectual biography of a major figure in the religious debates of our times. Thank you

Ian Ker.
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